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Dissension and Strife

 10 Now I appeal to you, brothers 
and sisters, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
be in agreement and that there 
be no divisions among you, but 
that you be united in the same 
mind and the same purpose.

 11 For it has been reported to me 
by Chloe’s people that there are 
quarrels among you, my brothers 
and sisters.

 12 What I mean is that each of you 
says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong 
to Cephas,” or “I belong to 
Christ.”

 13 Has Christ been divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of 
Paul?

 14 I thank God that I baptized none 
of you except Crispus and Gaius,

 15 so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name.

1 Corinthians 3:1-7
 1 And so, brothers and sisters, 

I could not speak to you as 
spiritual people, but rather as 
people of the flesh, as infants in 
Christ.

 2 I fed you with milk, not solid 
food, for you were not ready for 
solid food. Even now you are still 
not ready,

 3 for you are still of the flesh. For 
as long as there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you 
not of the flesh, and behaving 
according to human inclinations?

 4 For when one says, “I belong to 
Paul,” and another, “I belong 
to Apollos,” are you not merely 
human?

 5 What then is Apollos? What is 
Paul? Servants through whom 
you came to believe, as the Lord 
assigned to each.

 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but 
God gave the growth.

 7 So neither the one who plants 
nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God who 
gives the growth.

1 Corinthians 3:16-17
 16 Do you not know that you are 

God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you?

 17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, 
God will destroy that person. For 
God’s temple is holy, and you are 
that temple.

1 Corinthians 1:10-15; 3:1-7, 16-17
Dissension and Strife
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Focus on 
the Word
by Kara Wenger

 � Introduction
No one likes to receive a message that a loved 
one or friend is struggling in their faith. We hope 
and pray that our friends and family members are 
thriving in their walk with the Lord, triumphing 
through obstacles and temptations, and standing 
firm in their faith. At the beginning of the book of 
1 Corinthians, Paul, the author, had just received 
a message from “Chloe’s people” (1:11) that 
the church in Corinth was floundering in their 
testimony to the Greco-Roman culture. The 
church was in a self-defeating spiral with factions 
and dissensions among the Christian leaders. In 
our study, we will explore Paul’s response to the 
church factions, how to stay spiritually minded, and 
understanding God’s sacred temple.

Beyond the 
Selected Text

• James 4:1-2

• Ephesians 4:1-4

• 2 Corinthians 11:9

• 1 Peter 2:1-3

• 1 Peter 2:11

• 1 Corinthians 15:9-10

• 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
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Questions to Consider

1 Corinthians 1:10-15

• In what way does 
Paul’s appeal to the 
church resonate with 
the way you handle 
disunity within the 
body of believers?

• Do your actions 
contribute to harmony 
or division in the 
congregation?

 � 1 Corinthians 1:10-15
Church Factions
Paul begins his letter to the church at Corinth by 
establishing his authority and appealing to the 
reader on two levels. First, he appeals to their 
personal relationship as “brothers and sisters” and 
second, he reminds them of their connectedness 
through faith in “our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul cares 
for this church and these people. He has a right 
to speak into their lives as he is the founder of 
the church and appointed by God to spread the 
gospel. Though Paul disagrees with the direction 
the church is going and the factions that have 
developed, he does not turn his back on the 
church. It’s beautiful to see that Paul is simply 
modeling his expectation of the church: unity. 
Until the church is able to agree on unity, no work 
can be done toward the resolution of other issues 
of sin that the church is facing and the kingdom 
cannot be furthered.

Most of us experience tug-of-wars and 
competition with others in some arena of our 
lives. But to work together successfully, everyone 
must be pulling at the same time in the same 
direction. It’s not as easy as it sounds because 
each one has his or her own opinion about how 
to accomplish our goals. However, Paul offers 
a simple message: the church must have “no 
divisions” and be “united in the same mind and 
the same purpose.” Division and quarrels among 
parties usually are a result of self-indulgence and 
self-will. Christ calls us to live a life of redemption 
and to surrender our will to his will. John 
MacArthur writes in his commentary: “Fractured 
fellowship robs Christians of joy and effectiveness, 
robs God of glory, and robs the world of the true 
testimony of the gospel.” (John MacArthur, The 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary: 1 Corin- 
thians [Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1984] 24). 
Until the church resolves its disunity, growth 
in the church, growth for the believer, and the 
testimony of the good news of Jesus Christ will  
be stifled.
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 � 1 Corinthians 3:1-7
Spiritually Minded
Paul had laid the foundation for this church on 
his second missionary journey but handed the 
leadership to faithful disciples. Those who were left 
in charge of the church did not steward it well and 
let factions develop among the believers. Instead of 
maturing in their faith, believers became stagnant, 
swayed by the culture in Corinth. In fact, the church 
was destroying itself and losing credibility among 
non-believers. Paul is fierce in his rebuke to the 
people saying they are people of “flesh” because 
“you can tell what a man’s relations with God are 
by looking at his relations with his fellow men. If he 
is...a quarrelsome, argumentative, trouble-making 
creature, he may be a diligent church attender...
even a church office-bearer, but he is not a man of 
God” (William Barclay, The Letters to the Corinthians 
[Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1975] 30).

Division often results from stubbornness and 
insistence on being right. If left unchecked, our 
human pride and indulgence of selfish desires will 
lead to sin. “Beloved...abstain from the desires of 
the flesh that wage war against the soul” (1 Peter 
2:11). Believers in the church at Corinth had oppor-
tunities each day to either further the kingdom with 
unity or to choose sides of the argument. It takes 
effort to live a life that honors God.

Every day we wrestle with choices about 
whether to get up on time, what we eat, what to 
wear, why we pursue a certain career path, and 
how we interact with the world. All of these choices 
show us what we value in life. Those everyday 
choices either benefit the individual or suppress 
growth. Paul adamantly declares that it is not 
Christ’s co-laborers (Apollos, Paul, and Cephas) 
who are causing the division, but the people who 
are comparing leaders and arguing sides who 
are eroding the gospel message. But Christ is the 
difference! Christ is at the center and he is the 
one who provides growth. Later in the book of 
Corinthians, Paul reminds us to give God glory 
in “whatever you do” (1 Corinthians 10:31). As a 
church, let’s make it a choice daily to choose unity 
and give God glory in all that we do and say.

1 Corinthians 3:1-7

• What skill or skill set 
did you achieve when 
you were a kid/teen/
young adult that you 
wish you still had 
or could practice?

• What faith skills do 
you need to continue 
to practice or be 
relentless to work 
on so that you don’t 
become complacent 
in the faith?

1 Corinthians 3:16-17

• How was Paul’s 
statement that we 
are “God’s temple” 
important for 
the audience he 
addressed? How does 
it impact your life 
today?

• Paul talks about the 
consequence for 
harming the temple 
(God’s destruction) 
but what are the 
benefits of living out 
a spirit-filled life by 
being God’s temple?
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 � 1 Corinthians 3:16-17
God’s Sacred Temple
So far in our study, Paul has been relatively gentle 
in his appeal to the divisive church. At this point, 
Paul firmly addresses the gravity of the situation 
with the use of the question, “Do you not know?” 
Remember that Corinth was a thriving port city 
that prided itself on intellect and its social systems. 
The intense rhetoric that Paul uses is a rebuke 
to the intellect of the church because they have 
fallen prey to secular beliefs and social systems 
which are having divisive consequences to the 
faith and message of Jesus Christ. “It’s easy to 
fool ourselves into thinking that anything we do 
in the Lord’s name is in His service, just as long as 
we are sincere, hardworking, and well meaning” 
(MacArthur, p. 85). In a world that is constantly 
changing and fluctuating in its philosophies, belief 
systems, and morality, the church must know who 
she is in Christ to make a difference in the world.

In the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15), 
the son lived a sinful, worldly life, squandered his 
inheritance, and returned home to be a servant. 
Upon his return, his father embraced his wayward 
son with open arms and reminded him of who 
he was by clothing him with his robe and ring. As 
Christians, it’s important to remember that we are 
co-heirs with Christ, sons and daughters of the king 
(Romans 8:17; 2 Corinthians 6:18).

In our text, Paul firmly lays out two options 
for the church. If believers step into the role 
God ordained for them, to be the temple of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, they will be protected and 
blessed. However, if they continue on the course of 
division, God will destroy them. Paul‘s final appeal 
is to remind them “you are that temple” and it will 
not be until they surrender to God’s authority that 
the church can heal its divisive nature.

 � Living Out 
1 Corinthians 
1:10-15; 3:1-7, 
16-17
Our nation is in 
need of revival. 
Revival starts first 
with the individual. 
Take some time 
to read through 
Ephesians 4:1-4. 
As you reflect on 
this passage and 
the passages we 
have been studying 
in 1 Corinthians, 
evaluate areas of 
disunity in your life: 
faith, family, friends, 
work, relationship 
with the church, 
etc. Seek the 
Lord’s guidance 
for unity in those 
areas. As the Lord 
leads, take steps to 
be reconciled to 
God, others, and 
the church. 
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Friendly 
Perspective
by Janine Saxton

I grew up in a family so tightly 
knit that I thought my five siblings 
and I would be able to overcome 
any hardship. Then came the 
inheritance. Early on we agreed 
that our relationships were far more 
important than any “stuff.” That 
seemed like solid ground at the 
time, but tending to relationships 
in the midst of stress and grief takes 
an enormous investment of time 
and energy at a time when those 
resources are in short supply. Tender 
words, patience, and forgiveness fell 
by the wayside, and our family came 
apart at the seams. Our relationships 
unraveled. 

For several months I withdrew 
from email conversations. I prayed, 
wept, lost sleep, and struggled to 
trust God. When we seemed broken 
beyond repair, God finally spoke. I 
was in my garden when I heard the 
words clearly, “Greater love has no 
one than this, that he lay down his 
life for his friends” (John 15:13 NIV). 
I stopped digging. “OK, I heard that! 
But what does it mean?” A second 

verse followed, “Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 
10:39 NIV). I realized I had been 
protecting myself by staying out 
of the conversations, but I was not 
serving my family well. Feeling led 
by the Spirit, I offered to step into 
the middle of the mess by filtering 
all communications in order to 
stop hurtful words and accusations. 
Confirmation came quickly through 
a sibling’s words, “You’ll be putting 
yourself in harm’s way. You’d really 
do that?”

I’m grateful for God’s reminder: 
It’s not about you, Janine. It’s about 
what I am doing among my people 
and in the world. Discipleship is not 
about personal happiness, rights, 
fulfillment, or vision; it’s about us 
together. A friend recently said to 
me that our lack of unity is a sign 
of our spiritual shallowness, our 
unwillingness to follow the teachings 
of Christ. So, what would our sacred 
communities look like if we all lived 
sacrificially? I believe we would see 
the church transformed. Quarreling 
would cease with each one laying 
down their life for everyone else. To 
do this shows the signature of Jesus 
on our life together.


